
Officers:

President: Emily Birknes
1st Vice President: John Ryan

2nd Vice President:  David Zellmer
Treasurer: Karen Reynes

Secretary:   Mike Spencer
Immediate Past President:  Henry Conde

Board of Directors:

Ben Crumpler
Joan McEnery

Barbara Murphy
Susanne Ott
Paige Rose

Debra Wilborn

Key Committees:

Communications:  David Zellmer
Community Improvement (CI):  Paige Rose

CI Residential Review:  Karen Reynes
CI Commercial Projects Review:  Joan 

McEnery
CI Zoning:  Joan McEnery

Membership:  Ben Crumpler
Programs:  Mike Spencer

Publicity:  John Ryan
Neighborhood Watch:  BarBara Murphy

Contact Information:

E-Mail: info@ghentva.org
www.ghentva.org

Newsletter Editors:

Emily Birknes
JR Montalvo

Ghent Neighborhood
League

GNL Residential Review 
Process by Karen Reynes

My husband Joe and I bought our 
home in the Ghent Historic District in 
June 2013.  After a long career in the 
U.S. Air Force, we looked forward to 
settling down and renovating our forever 
home.

In the afterglow of signing the papers 
and moving in, we realized that we had 
bought a huge project that would require 
years of work and the help and advice of 
many experts.  We also realized that with 
the cachet of living in an historic district 
comes responsibility.  Namely, that any 
work we elect to do to the exterior of 
our home would require a Certificate 
of Appropriateness (COA) from the City 
of Norfolk and the cooperation of our 
neighbors.  

This sounds daunting but both the City 
of Norfolk and the Ghent Neighborhood 
League are prepared to inform and assist 
in this effort.

Before you begin any exterior project 
to your home, to include additions, 
lighting, and landscaping, consult the 
Historic Guidelines – available at www.
norfolk.gov/arb.  Next, consult with the 
City of Norfolk Principal Planner, Susan 
McBride, 823-1451.  She will help you 
determine if you need a COA and how 
to prepare your project for presentation 
to the Architectural Review Board (ARB).

The ARB reviews all exterior alterations, 
new construction, and some demolition 
in the city’s local historic districts.  Amid 
all the information contained on the 
application for a COA is a box to check:  
“Have you met with your respective Civic 
League or homeowner’s association for 
approval and comments?”  Ugh! Right? 

To serve our neighbors and to maintain 

the GNL’s commitment to historic 
preservation the GNL has scheduled a 
review on the Wednesday evening at 
7 p.m. at The Williams School Library 
before an ARB meeting.  (The ARB 
schedule is also available at www.
norfolk.gov/arb).  

Please contact me at Karen@ghentva.org 
to schedule a review.

If you don’t have a project for review 
but are interested in participating in the 
review, please come but do check the 
GNL web site to confirm that a meeting 
is scheduled.  We do not hold a review if 
there are no Ghent properties to discuss 
at the ARB.  

Only a portion of the GNL neighborhood 
is in the Historic District (roughly 
South to North from Mowbray Arch to 
Princess Anne Blvd and East to West 
from Colonial Avenue to Hampton 
Boulevard plus The Hague and Yarmouth 
Street east of Brambleton Avenue), and 
all neighbors are required to request a 
COA even if the home in question is not 
an historic one – in the City’s parlance, 
“non-contributing”.  

The GNL is committed to striking the right 
balance between maintaining historic 
standards and building community.  And 
we look forward to working with all our 
neighbors.  

Ghent Kayak Launch 
Project by Matt Haggerty

A Ghent Kayak Launch?  Yes, this 
concept may over time become a reality 
thanks to the effort of many Ghent 
residents, in collaboration with the 
Ghent Neighborhood League, the City 
of Norfolk and other entities. 

These groups are exploring the feasibility 
of creating an ADA-compliant kayak-
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style launch for small, non-motorized watercraft (kayaks, canoes, paddleboards, 
small sailboats, etc.) on the historic Hague waterway.

As old photographs confirm,  the Hague, formerly known as Smith Creek, has 
enjoyed a rich maritime history. With much resident interest, and the City of 
Norfolk’s initiative to promote increased use of outdoor spaces and waterways, 
the idea of a Ghent Kayak Launch was discussed at the October 2014 GNL 
meeting.

Originally, under the auspice of the GNL Community 
Improvement Committee, a Ghent Kayak Launch team was 
formed, chaired by GNL member and Ghent resident Matt 
Haggerty.  The team is composed of several other GNL 
members and non-member residents.

The Ghent Kayak Launch team met with the City of Norfolk 
this past winter to discuss the concept and obtain additional information for the 
proposal.  The GNL discussed the idea again at its April 2015 meeting and voted 
to approve further exploration of the feasibility of a kayak launch in the Hague.

Members of the Kayak Launch team helped staff the GNL table at the Spring 
2015 Stockley Gardens Art Festival,  where additional community interest was 
noted, as well as the possible partnering with a neighborhood community 
environmental group for cleaning the Hague.

The Ghent Kayak Launch team took a structured 
approach towards analyzing the best location for the 
launch: 1) Analyzed the population within walking 
distance of a possible launch site, 2) Determined 
the number of parking locations available for those 
that would drive to the site, and 3) Interviewed 
neighborhood residents to determine the acceptance 
of a proposed launch.

With findings at hand, the team most recently concluded with a recommendation 
to pursue the Stone Garden location, as it was superior to the other considered 
sites in all three facets of the analysis.

The group is now entering the project phase where the Recreation, Parks, and 
Open Spaces organization will develop potential designs for consideration. 
Tidal depth, tidal flooding, appearance, and fit within the historic neighborhood 
will all be factors of the launch. Design options will be evaluated for best and 
most appropriate configurations.  The City anticipates undertaking  feasibility 
studies in the early summer.

Once the City completes these feasibility studies, additional information will be 
provided regarding costs and timelines. Opportunities for member and resident 
feedback will soon be made available.

Possible grants, public-private funding partnerships and other opportunities 
(such as launch naming rights) may be viable options with the approval of a 
proposal.  The City projects approximately two and a half  years to complete the 
process with costs ranging from $25,000 to over $100,000 depending on the 
site location and the launch design selected.

Members interested in participating in the project team should contact Matt 
Haggerty directly at matt@ghentkayaklaunch.com.

Other News  .  .  .

Do you have questions for the 
Mayoral and Superward Six 
candidates? 

Please submit your questions to info@
ghentva.org and clarify to which group 
of candidates your question(s) should 
be directed.  The April 17th Candidate 
Forum is open and free to all; please 
bring a neighbor and come hear what the 
candidates have to say!

The ‘Love-Locks’ on the 
Hague Footbridge

At the February general membership 
meeting, the GNL heard a member-led 
presentation about the Love-Locks on 
the rails of the pedestrian bridge, which 
connects Ghent to Freemason.  The 
pedestrian bridge is recognized as a City of 
Norfolk structure and is maintained by the 
City of Norfolk.

A petition is being circulated requesting 
that these locks be removed off the bridge.  
Anyone interested in learning more about 
the topic should directly e-mail Ghent 
residents Georgette Constant or Ray 
Gregory at MowbrayArch@icloud.com.

This is not a GNL sponsored project.  
The City’s position is that the locks don’t 
violate city code and their combined 
weight doesn’t pose a structural concern 
at the moment.  As long as that’s true, and 
assuming the locks don’t force staff to do 
any maintenance or painting, they’ll be 
allowed to stay.

Matt Haggerty


