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Update from 
the GNL 
President

Hello, Ghent 
N e i g h b o r h o o d 
League members.

The past eight months produced a lot 
of work by the GNL Board of Directors 
and many different GNL members, in 
collaboration with dozens of residents, 
businesses and the City of Norfolk to help 
promote and preserve our community. 

The GNL Board promoted a series of 
flooding discussions, including those 
led by the Coastal Design Initiative, and 
we have continued to bird-dog solutions 
to flooding in the Smith Creek / Colley 
Basin in meetings with City Council 
Representatives Mr. Barclay Winn and 
Dr. Teresa Whibley.  Many different 
members and residents attended the 
flooding discussions.  Thank you and 
please stay with us!  We will continue 
our efforts and our reporting to you.

Since June 1st, the GNL Board has also 
facilitated reviews of several significant 
commercial business applications and 
various residential projects.  We receive 
more commercial requests for special 
exceptions than any other civic league, 
and we need to hear your input.

Other GNL member-led activities 
included a 4th of July Bike Parade, 
which drew lots of families, the Ghent 
Kayak Launch, which has its own web 
site ghentkayaklaunch.com, the Holiday 
Party, which was held at the Page House 
Inn, and this Newsletter.  Of course, 
many other topics, such as Ghent 
Business Association news, crime, 
zoning changes and homelessness, 
are followed throughout the year and 
reported on in meetings.  

The League’s success is attributed to 
the contribution of its members who 
give many hours of volunteer time to 
maintain a vibrant community.

Please attend a meeting or contact me, 
emily@ghentva.org, if you would like to 
take an active role in the GNL.

GNL Membership Drive

We are growing!

We are pleased to report that in 2015 we 
had an estimated 121 active members, 
which is defined as people who have 
current, paid dues.  Yet, as a membership, 
we have ample opportunity to coalesce 
a stronger, collective voice and greater 
community participation in 2016.

With this objective in mind, we 
welcome your active involvement with 
the following:

• Please renew you membership at 
www.ghentva.org, or complete the 
form that will soon be emailed to 
you, enclose with your check ($10 
one-year,  $25 three-years or $40 
five-years) and mail it to:  Ghent 
Neighborhood League, PO Box 
11431, Norfolk, VA 23517.

• Ask a neighbor to join the GNL!  
Our goal this year is to reach 200 
active members by April 1, 2016.  

Please help us meet our goal.

We need members to help further our 
mission, which is threefold:

• Facilitate communication between 
neighbors, local government and 
other organizations,

• Promote activities that will foster a 
sense of community, and

• Advocate for the historic character 
of Ghent.

Issue: 1 February 2016



Key Dates To Remember:

17 February
GNL Residential Review Mtg.

The Williams School
418 Colonial Avenues

7:00 p.m.

18 February
GNL General Membership Mtg.

Chrysler Museum
6:30 - 9:00 p.m.

Membership runs for the calendar year or more, depending on your payment 
selection.   In order for you to vote in the elections for the GNL Board of 
Directors, renewals are due by April 1st, 2016.

The GNL membership represents property owners and renters in the Ghent 
geographic area bound by Brambleton Avenue to the south, Colonial Avenue 
to the east, south of 21st Street and Hampton Boulevard to the west.  The GNL 
meets at 6:30 p.m. every third Thursday of the month at the Chrysler Museum 
of Art.  All Ghent residents are welcome and encouraged to attend meetings.

GNL Creates A New Membership Directory
 
We are pleased to announce that the GNL has created a new membership 
directory soon to be available for distribution to ‘active’ GNL members.  

The directory is intended to facilitate communication between participating 
residents.  It provides access to member contact information including home 
address, phone number(s) and E-mail.

“The material contained in the directory is controlled and managed by the 
GNL.  The use of the directory is for the exclusive use of its members.  The 
information is shared strictly to enable and facilitate communication regarding 
League projects and programs and other community related topics.  Use 
of this material for purposes outside of its design intent (non-related GNL 
marketing, prospecting, other business reasons) is not allowed.  Distribution or 
reproduction of this information is under no circumstances permitted without 
prior consent from the GNL.” 

Please note that members will have the opportunity of ‘opting-out’ from being 
included in the directory during the membership enrollment process.  But we 
urge everyone to allow usage of the information.

Other News  .  .  .

Thank you Event Co-Chairs for 

coordinating a fun-filled holiday party!

Kim Montalvo & Debra Wilborn


