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The Ghent Neighborhood League invites you to a special program for a discussion about flooding: 
 
Tuesday, August 11, 2015 
7:00pm – 8:00pm 
Chrysler Museum, Education Room. 
 
Guest speakers will be: 
 
Tom McNeilan, soils engineer, presenter and manager of the recently completed Dutch Dialogues, and 
occasional advisor to the city manager’s office, and 
 
Mason Andrews, past GNL president, neighbor, and Associate Professor of Architecture at Hampton 
University. 
 
The speakers will give a brief report on the Dutch Dialogues and how the work and findings help inform 
us as to the future of our neighborhood. 
 
Subsequently, the speakers will describe an academic program, likely to be carried out in the Fall, 
focused on the land surrounding the Hague.  The program will involve Hampton University architecture, 
Old Dominion University engineering, and, we hope, University of Virginia landscape architecture 
students and faculty, advised by local professionals. 
 
A similar team, working under a small grant to Wetlands Watch, spent the last academic year working in 
Chesterfield Heights in Norfolk on what is, nationally, the first-ever, pro-active study of strategies for 
adaptation to sea level rise in an existing historic neighborhood.   
 
In the Chesterfield project, in close alliance with the civic league, the students unearthed a number of 
strategies that could actually eliminate current flooding - and none was a massive public works project.  
Apparently, by looking at a neighborhood, developing strategies parcel by parcel, modifying existing 
streetscaping, and providing check valves in existing storm water outfalls, which now allow water to 
back up through the storm system into the neighborhood, extraordinary improvement was achievable.  
 
Our guests inform the GNL that they look forward to working with our membership, and the residents 
and institutions within the study area.  Their mission is to leave us with an understanding of what each 
property owner can do to protect property and contribute to the reduction of flooding.  They will not 
provide any funding, but they intend to leave us more knowledgeable and with designs we may or may 
not want to try to move into that other pipeline - the one of capital investment projects.   
 
So, please join us for a special evening of discussion.  We particularly encourage residents of the Hague 
area to attend. 


